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Voice Lessons: Practice #1
Diction Practice:

Art is the antidote that can call us back form the edge of numbness, restoring the ability to feel for another. 

- Barbar Kingsolver, High Tide in Tucson

1. By using the word antidote, what does the author imply about the inability to feel for another?

2. If we changed the word antidote to gift, what effect would it have on the meaning of the sentence?

3. Brainstorm a list of medical terms; then write a sentence using a medical term to characterize art.  Explain the effect this term has on the meaning of the sentence.

Detail Practice:

Whenever he was so fortunate as to have near him a hare that had been kept too long, or a meat pie made with rancid butter, he gorged himself with such violence that his veins swelled, and the moisture broke out on his forehead.

- Thomas Babington Macaulay, “Samuel Johnson”

1. What effect does the detail (the spoiled hare, the rancid butter, the swollen veins, the sweaty forehead) have on the reader?

2. How would the meaning of the sentence be changed by ending it after himself?

3. Write a sentence describing someone with disgusting eating habits.  It must be one, correct sentence, and it must contain at least three vivid details.

Imagery Practice:

The many men, so beautiful!

And they all dead did lie:

And a thousand thousand slimy things

Lived on; and so did I.

Within the shadow of the ship

I watched their rich attire:

Blue, glossy green, and velvet black,

They coiled and swam; and every track,

Was a flash of golden fire.

- Samuel Taylor Coleridge, “The Rime of the Ancient Mariner”

1. These stanzas from “The Rime of the Ancient Mariner” show the Mariner’s changing attitude toward the creatures of the sea.  What is the Mariner’s attitude in the first stanza?  What image reveals this attitude?

2. What is the Mariner’s attitude in the second stanza?  Analyze the imagery that reveals this change.

3. Think of a cat or dog you can describe easily.  First, write a description which reveals a positive attitude toward the animal.  Then think of the same animal and write a description which reveals a negative attitude.  Remember that the animal’s looks do not change; only your attitude changes.  Use imagery rather than explanation to create your descriptions.

Syntax Practice:

The impact of poetry is so hard and direct that for the moment there is no other sensation except that of the poem itself.  What profound depths we visit then – how sudden and complete is our immersion!  There is nothing here to catch hold of; nothing to stay us in our flight…The poet is always our contemporary.  Our being for the moment is centered and constricted, as in any violent shock of personal emotion.

- Virginia Woolf, “How Should One Read a Book?”

1. Woolf uses a variety of sentence types in this selection.  Among them is the exclamatory sentence.  Identify the exclamatory sentence and explain its effect.

2. Classify each sentence as to length: short, medium, or long.  How is the meaning of the passage reinforced and clarified by sentence length?

3. Write a declarative sentence about college entrance examinations.  Then write an exclamatory sentence which amplifies or clarifies the declarative sentence.

Tone Practice:

It’s true.  If you want to buy a spring suit, the choice selection occurs in February: a bathing suit, March: back-to-school clothes, July: a fur coat, August.  Did I tell you about the week I gave in to a mad-Mitty desire to buy a bathing suit in August?

The clerk, swathed in a long-sleeved woolen dress which made her look for the world like Teddy Snowcrop, was aghast.  “Surely, you are putting me on,” she said.  “A bathing suit!  In August!”

That’s right, I said firmly, “and I am not leaving this store until you show me one.”

She shrugged helplessly.  “But surely you are aware of the fact that we haven’t had a bathing suit in stock since the first of June.  Our – no offense – White Elephant sale was June third and we unload – rather, disposed of all our suits at that time.”

1. What is the attitude of the writer toward the subject matter?

2. What diction and details does Bombeck use to express this attitude?  In other words, what diction and details create the tone of the passage?
3. Write down two words that describe the tone of this passage.
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