Parent Permission Letter

Films Scheduled for Use in the Classroom


I would like to say hello to all of the Raider parents and guardians reading this brief but important letter.  To help your student comprehend the texts and historical periods they’re reading and discussing in class this year, I will utilize various films and film clips.  Visual images can assist every student with better understanding of the material and, as the saying goes, “A picture is worth a thousand words.”  Of course, none of these films can replace the importance of reading the text and understanding the themes and characters, but they are all excellent works of art worthy of usage in the classroom.  I will be using some clips from these films and I will use other films in their entirety, either during our reading and discussion of the text or at its conclusion.  I may ask the student to write about these films or clips to further his or her learning and education, perhaps by comparing/contrasting the film with the texts from class.  The Motion Picture Association has rated some of these films PG, some PG-13 and some R due to mild language, violence and/or sexuality.  I have judged them to be very helpful with comprehension of the texts we’ll be reading.  I’m also still not entirely sure which of these films I’m going to utilize; some of them will not be shown at all, but I’ve put them here just in case.  Planning throughout the semester is usually very tentative; I’m constantly making adjustments.


If, for any reason, you do not wish your student to view any of the following films, please circle, underline or highlight those films you deem inappropriate and I will gladly provide alternative assignments for your student during the viewing of those films.  If you have any questions or comments, then please don’t hesitate to contact me at the school or you can place comments upon this sheet.  Please sign this sheet at the bottom acknowledging that you understand the purpose of this letter.  Thank you for your cooperation.

Mr. Hiett

Films – Please circle or highlight any that you wish for your student to not observe.
Again, some of these films may be watched in their entirety, others I may just be showing the students shorts clips.
1. The Great Gatsby (the new 2012 version) A film based on the book we read. Rated PG-13 for mild violence, drinking and sexual innuendo
2. Saving Private Ryan (short clip) Used to look at WWII/modern warfare. Rated R due to violence and language
3. A Very Long Engagement (short clip) Used to look at WWI.  Rated R for War Violence
4. Dead Poet’s Society, which is rated PG for mild language and thematic content. This film complements the novel The Catcher in the Rye.  I may also, instead of Dead Poet’s Society, use The Graduate – Rated PG-13 for sexuality –, which also complements the book The Catcher in the Rye.   
5. Food Inc. Used as a complement to the novel White Noise.  All classes. A controversial film about the food industry, advertising and media in America.
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Films Scheduled for Use in the Classroom


I would like to say hello to all of the Raider parents and guardians reading this brief but important letter.  To help your student comprehend the texts and historical periods they’re reading and discussing in class this year, I will utilize various films and film clips.  Visual images can assist every student with better understanding of the material and, as the saying goes, “A picture is worth a thousand words.”  Of course, none of these films can replace the importance of reading the text and understanding the themes and characters, but they are all excellent works of art worthy of usage in the classroom.  I will be using some clips from these films and I will use other films in their entirety, either during our reading and discussion of the text or at its conclusion.  I may ask the student to write about these films or clips to further his/her learning and education.  The Motion Picture Association has rated some of these films G, others PG, and some PG-13 and R due to mild language, violence and sexuality.  I have judged them to be very helpful with comprehension of the texts we’ll be reading.  I’m also still not entirely sure which of these films I’m going to utilize, especially for next semester (I’m still deciding which to do too); some of the films will not be shown at all, but I’ve put them here just in case.  Planning throughout the semester is usually very tentative; I’m constantly making adjustments.  And I don’t want to burden you with multiple letters. 

If, for any reason, you do not wish your student to view any of the following films, please circle, underline or highlight those films you deem inappropriate and I will gladly provide alternative assignments for your student during the viewing of those films.  If you have any questions or comments then please don’t hesitate to contact me at the school or you can place comments upon this sheet.  Please sign this sheet at the bottom acknowledging that you understand the purpose of this letter.  Thank you for your cooperation.

Mr. Hiett

Films – Please Circle/Highlight any film that you wish for your student to not observe.

1. The Great Gatsby (the new 2012 version. A film based on the book we read. All classes. Rated PG-13 for mild violence, drinking and sexual innuendo)

1. Saving Private Ryan and/or A Very Long Engagement (short clips)  (Used to look at WWII/modern warfare. Rated R due to violence and language)
2. The Graduate – Rated PG-13 for sexuality.   And/or the film The Breakfast Club – Rated R due to language. Either film complements the novel The Catcher in the Rye.  I might also, instead, use the film Dead Poet’s Society, which is rated PG for mild language and thematic content. 
3. The documentary film Food Inc. Rated PG.  A controversial documentary about the food industry in America Complements the novel White Noise.  
4. If the students read the novel The Things They Carried The film Platoon – Rated R due to war violence. and/or the film Good Morning Vietnam – Rated R due to language, complement this text. 
5. If the students read the novel Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close, then I will use the film version of it, which is rated PG-13 for language and violence. 
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Films Scheduled for Use in the Classroom


I would like to say hello to all of the Raider parents and guardians reading this brief but important letter.  The students have been reading, and are in the process of discussing and analyzing, The Catcher in the Rye.  This book focuses in on a rebellious youth, Holden Caulfield, conveying an image of the classic Antiheroic protagonist that has been imagined in so many countless American texts and films.  Unfortunately, due to the author J.D. Salinger’s dying wishes, there is no film version of this text.  To give the students an image of an Antihero, a protagonist to compare and contrast with Holden, a little respite from the block scheduling, and a chance to watch a great American film, I’m going to show them the film The Graduate.  This film is very famous and won numerous awards.  But this film is rated PG-13 because of its mature content.  If you do not allow for your child to watch this film then please indicate below, and I will provide an alternative assignment for him/her.  
Yes, my child may watch The Graduate _________

No, please provide my child with an alternative activity ___________

Student Name: __________________________________________

Parent Signature: _________________________________________
